
BILL CLARKE 

 
 

Sadly, we have just lost another Old Boy. Bill Clarke, who was in First Year in 1938, and went on to 
become NBHS School Captain in 1942, died a few days ago. 

 

I know a bit about him, because he had also been Captain and Dux at Newcastle East, and was involved 
in our 200th anniversary celebrations. I did a video interview with him and Miranda Otto, the actor. A true 
gentleman and bit of a character, he went on to become a lawyer, did lots of community work, etc. 

 

Interesting point - Bill was one of nine children, his dad was a cobbler (shoemaker) whose shop still exists up the top 

of Hunter Street, though now it's a photographer's shop. It was a tiny shop/home, called (very creatively) "Pon My 
Soul", and had a mezzanine floor. The whole family slept up there! Depression times were hard! 

 

Sad to lose these great old blokes! Bill was a beauty. 

 

- John Beach NBHS Old Boy and former Principal Newcastle East PS 

 



 

 


