
Eulogy for Janette Jackson nee Brooks. NGHS 1956-1959 

 
Janette came to us, at Newcastle Girls’ High School,  in 2nd year, from Tamworth High School. Janette’s family 
were farmers on a remote property at Coonabarabran, about 200 Kms west of Tamworth. Her Mother had 
“home schooled” Janette & her sister Narelle (Nellie NGHS 1963 Leaver)  to the completion of their Primary 
Schooling. Janette commenced at Tamworth High School in 1955 & boarded in a girls hostel (as did many rural 
& remote High School pupils, there & in many other large NSW country towns), this one in Carthage Street not 
far from the old high school fronting Napier Street, 

Janette was a regular attendee at all the annual  Ex-Students’ reunions and was always, with our 1959ers, for 
whatever & wherever we held get togethers and gatherings for our girls. 

After successfully completing  her 1959 Leaving Certificate, Janette gained entry in 1960, to East Sydney 
Technical College, the then home of the National Art School at Darlinghurst, where she completed the 
extensive course, to become a High School Art Teacher.  

I had also, much to do with Janette, over the years, with our common community work & activities. We were 
both heavily involved, for decades, with our respective Chambers of Commerce -  Janette was, after being 
Secretary for several years, eventually President of the Cessnock Chamber of Commerce. We consulted and 
helped  each other with much, as we battled Councils and State Governments for our community needs; the 
appointments, co-operation & administration of Town co-ordinators in our communities, running community 
events, fetes and carnivals. 

She and husband Steve enjoyed, for some time, a rural life on a farm at Lovedale near Cessnock running cattle. 
Janette also ran a successful Florist Shop in Cessnock -“The Bluebird”. 

She became, many years ago, a member of the Cessnock Rotary Club -  a worker, always, and an invaluable 
member of that Club and became President of the Club.  The lives of Janette as host mother and  husband 
Steve as host were greatly enriched by their hosting of many overseas Rotary Exchange Students. After serving 



as President she took high office & served as District Governor of District 9670, an area extending from Myall 
Lakes to Murrurundi, and then to Bourke, Cobar and back to the coast at Norah Head.  Each of the 53 Rotary 
clubs in the district was visited at least once.  

She was also an active Member of the Rothbury Rural  Fire Brigade, on both fire fighting and administrative 
sides, and was the first female from the RFS in the Cessnock District to gain a medium rigid driver's license 
enabling her to legally drive a 15-ton fire fighting appliance. She was granted Life Membership of that Brigade & 
became Group Captain of the Support Sector looking after the Communications and Catering brigades. She 
was involved in logistics, including arranging catering, making transport arrangements and finding 
accommodation for fixed and rotary winged aircraft pilots in the area during a continuous period of 54 days in 
the mid 1990s as a result of which she was awarded the Australian Fire Service Medal - the equivalent of an 
OAM for those involved in fire fighting. 

Janette’s mother Jessie (or Jean)  nee Coghill was a 1929 ex-student of the old NHS School “on the Hill”.  She 
“came down” from the Hill in 1930, to be part of the first NGHS 2nd year in the inaugural intake year of girls, to 
the new School in Parkway Ave. Jessie was, for many years, present with Janette, at our 1959 table at the annual 
reunions.  

For a girl who had enjoyed good health and an extremely active lifestyle,all her life, Janette began, more than a 
few years ago, to have less than the best of health  and she and husband Steve  left the farm and eventually 
relocated to Eleebana, to a self care, over 50’s village at Eleebana.  

A very bad & serious fall a few years ago, resulted in cerebral injury followed by long treatment & rehabilitation.  

This awful turn of events really curtailed her activities in every way,  and she was unable to continue with most 
of life as she had always known it. 

A few months ago, serious illness led to a rapid decline.  

 Steve cared for Janette in their home, until in mid-August she was admitted to in-patient care in Lake Macqurie 
Private Hospital but was placed in palliative care for several days before she died, apparently in comfort and 
without pain,  peacefully last Wednesday. 

We, her “school friends”,  are now well into our 80’s, well past the “Three Score Years and 10”, we were told, 
would be our lot!!!  

Most, well, many of us, are thankfully still pretty active, but it is awful  when one of the "goodies" leaves us.   It 
leaves a real gap, a huge loss,  & a great sadness,. Janette led a full, happy & productive life.   

We will miss her. 

Vale Janette, rest in peace. 

Robbie Gordon. (EWING) NGHS 1955-1959 

Janette JACKSON Obituary 

JACKSON.  Janette Marjorie AFSM (nee: Brooks) 
11/11/1942 - 24/09/2025 
Wife, sister, aunt, friend, teacher, florist, grazier. 
Past District Governor of Rotary D.9670; host mother of Rotary exchange students, 
Life Member of Rothbury Rural Fire Brigade and Former Rural Fire Service Group Captain. 
Late of Lovedale, Ellalong and Eleebana. 
Died peacefully after seeing many friends and with her loving husband, Stephen, by her side. 
Remembered for her joy, intelligence, wit and love of a glass of bubbles. 
Privately cremated with a memorial function to be planned. 
Published by Newcastle Herald & The Sydney Morning Herald on Oct. 4, 2025. 

  


